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The annual Long Beach Bayou Festival had two different stages for Blues and Zydeco style performances and also hosted dance lessons for attendees. 


Long Beach Bayou 
Festival celebrates the 
Louisiana spirit. 


By YASMIN CORTEZ 
Multimedia Managing Editor 


The 30th annual Long Beach Bay- 
ou Festival returned to Long Beach 
June 18-19, bringing with it the cul- 


Wante 


As STEM jobs grow, 
STEM graduates 
decrease. 


By MIcHAELA Kwoka-COLEMAN 
News Editor 


California public colleges are not 
producing enough graduates in the 
science, engineering, technology, 
mathematics and health fields, ac- 
cording to a press release from the 
Campaign for College Opportunity. 

The Campaign for College Op- 
portunity is a research and advoca- 
cy non-profit that works with the 
community and the state to support 
colleges and their students. It is com- 


prised of different groups including 


ture of New Orleans. 

Rainbow Lagoon Park was trans- 
formed into a miniature Mardi-Gras 
celebration that centered around tra- 
ditional Cajun and Creole music and 
food. 

“My family is from Louisiana orig- 
inally, so this is like my roots right 
here,” said Shalynndra Waters Scott, 
a first time attendee. “It is important 
to show the rich culture.” 

Two stages were set up to show- 
case Blues music and Zydeco music. 


STEM 


the California Business Roundtable, 
the Mexican American Legal De- 
fense and Educational Fund and the 
Community College League of Cal- 
ifornia. 

_According to the report: “Needed: 
Sy(STEM)ic Response, How Califor- 
nia’s Public Colleges and Universities 
are Key to Strengthening the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) and Health Workforce,” Cal- 
ifornia has a high number of entry 
level STEM jobs and an increasing 
amount healthcare related work. 

However, ‘according to Forouzan 
Golshani, dean of the college of engi- 
neering at Cal State Long Beach, the 
trends shown in the report are not 
necessarily reflective of CSULB. 

CSULB’s college. of engineering 
has doubled in enrollment since 


Zydeco is a blend of blues and 
R&B. According to Kimberly Benoit, 
a member of Festival Management, 
not a lot of people are familiar with 
the upbeat music that originally 
evolved in the southwest Louisiana 
area and the festival is a great way to 
educate people. 

“A lot of people don’t know what 
a Zydeco band is,” Benoit said. “But 
when they come here they experi- 
ence it first hand and the next time 
they hear it they understand the mu- 


srads 


Golshani became dean in 2007. Ad- 
ditionally, Golshani said the gradu- 
ation rate for engineers has- almost 
tripled. 

‘Despite this, California public 
universities in general are not pro- 
ducing enough STEM and health 
cate graduates to meet the workforce 
demand. 

The report found that out of the 
50 states, California ranks 48th for 
bachelor’s degree completion in 
health, 37th for engineering, and 
38th for computer science. 

Further, only 33 percent of stu- 
dents who start in the California 
State University system as a STEM 
major graduate with a STEM degree 


see STEM, page 2 


sic and where it came from and how 
it originated” 

In the middle of the festival was 
the French Quarter Market, which 
featured about 50 vendors with a 


majority of them actually traveling _ 


to Long Beach from New Orleans. 
The market brought authentic Ca- 
jun taste to Long Beach with gumbo, 
jambalaya and crawfish étouffée, 
as well as desserts such as beignets, 
sweet potato pie and cobblers. 
“This food is a part of our culture, 


ae be so. budget friend 
With such a broad selec. 
tion of eateries, itsashame 
when students "definition — _ 
of “eating out” is a veo 
McDonalds. Luckily for us, 
happy hours serve as a inex- 


YASMIN Cortez | Datty 49ER 


our heritage [and] our traditions,” 
said Ryan Legaux, owner of Harold 
and Belle’s to Geaux, a restaurant 
that has been established in Loui- 
siana for over 45 years, “This really 
embodies the spirit of New Orleans 
and Louisiana in general.” 

Other vendors from Louisiana 
brought more unique eats like frog 


- legs, alligator and catfish. 


see BAYOU, page 2 


pensive way to eat out without 

pulling all the cash out, Whether you're just grabbing 
a few cheap Happy Hour snacks or pounding down 
$3 martinis, these choices are ety on your wallet 


and your stomach. 
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House Democrats stage sit-in demanding gun vote 


By LisA MASCARO 
& SARAH D. WIRE 


Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Fed up with 
Republican inaction on gun control, 
House Democrats shut down business 
as usual Wednesday with an old-fash- 
ioned, if highly unusual, sit-in that 
forced live television coverage of the 
chamber off the air and sent GOP lead- 
ers scrambling for cover. 

The scene, including chants of “No 
bill, no break!” was like nothing that 
has occurred in Congress in recent 
years, more reminiscent of the civil 
rights battles of the 1960s than today’s 
often predictably scripted debates. 

But after the Orlando, Fla., mass 
- shooting _ and others in San Bernardi- 
no, Calif., and Newtown, Conn. _ along 
with the Senate's. failure to advance 
gun ownership restrictions earlier in 
the week, Democrats said theyd had 
enough. 

Shortly after the House gaveled in for 
a routine day of legislating, Rep. John 


Lewis, D-Ga., strode into the chamber, 


stood at a podium and called on his col- 
leagues to join him. Within moments, 


about two dozen lawmakers gathered 
around the lectern as he spoke. 

Then many sat, legs crossed, on the 
chamber’s blue-carpeted floor. By mi- 
dafternoon, scores more had arrived to 
show their support, vowing to stay un- 
til they received a vote on gun control 
legislation. 

“I wondered, what would bring this 
body to take action?” thundered Lew- 
is, who as a young man marched with 
Martin Luther King Jr. “What is right, 
what is just for the people of this coun- 
try? ... They have lost hundreds and 
thousands of innocent people to gun 


violence. What has this body done? 


Nothing. Not one thing.” 

Republicans, who control the House 
majority, declared the proceedings out 
of order and quickly called a recess, 
which automatically turned off the 
cameras that usually provide live cover- 
age to C-SPAN. 

But it hardly mattered. Lawmak- 
ers took to social media, tweeting and 


updating their status from the floor. 


San Diego Democratic Rep. Scott Pe- 
ters posted live Periscope video that 
C-SPAN eventually began broadcast- 
ing. 


“So why not turn on the House cam- 
eras?” Peters tweeted. “What is @Paul- 


YASMIN Cortez. | DatLy 49ER 


Terry and the Zydeco Bad Boys brought the Louisiana spirit with tradition- 


al Zydeco music. 


BAYOU 
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“Gator is one of our biggest sellers... 
people have always been curious 
about gator and frog legs so we give 
them the opportunity to try it,” said 
Danielle Pearson, owner of Pearson's 
Catering. “[The festival] gets people 
to come out and get a taste of New 
Orleans...it kind of feels like you're 
not in California for a day.” 

This year Chris Benoit and Dan- 
ielle Anthony were crowned as the 
new Bayou king and queen. 

They led the Mardi Gras. parade 
throughout the festival on Saturday 
. and Sunday along with the New Or- 
leans Traditional Jazz band. 

“I loved performing in the 2nd 


\ 


Liners dance that we do with our um- 
brellas... [leading] the parade with our 
band, said Jesse Johnson Jr., President 
of the Louisiana to Los Angeles Or- 
ganization committee. “The audience 
really has fun and we have our hand- 
kerchiefs and the audience joins in.” 
The Bayou Festival gives proceeds 
every year to the Louisiana to Los 
Angeles Organization, a non-profit 
organization that helps fund scholar- 


# ships for graduating high school se- 


niors in the greater Los Angeles area. 

Although Johnson was not specif- 
ic on the amount of money donated 
he said the donations help the cause 
“tremendously.” 

The next upcoming festival to 
bring Mardi Gras vibes to Long 
Beach is the Long Beach Crawfish 
Festival, which runs from Aug. 5-7 
in Rainbow Lagoon Park. 


RyanPress afraid of?” _ 
“The cameras may have been shut 


down, but we're still here” tweeted Rep. 


Tony Cardenas, D-Calif. 
Protests in Congress can take differ- 


fats 


ent forms, such 
as the filibuster 
in the Senate and 
procedural votes 


in. the House. 
During the 2008 
summer recess, 


House Republi- 
cans held a simi- 
lar protest against 
Democrats’ _re- 
fusal to vote on 
GOP energy bills 
they __ believed 
would lower 


skyrocketing gas 


prices. 

House GOP 
Officials called 
Wednesday’s pro- 


test a “Democrat- 
ic publicity stunt” 
and noted that Democrats, when they 
controlled the House in 2008, also shut 
off the cameras. 

“It's worth noting that when House 


Democrats were in the’ majority, they 


“T wondered, what would 
bring this body to take 
action? What is right, 
what is just for the people 
of this country? ... They 
have lost hundreds and 
thousands of innocent 
people to gun violence. 
What has this body done? 
Nothing. Not one thing.” 


-Rep. fohn Lewis, D-Ga. 99 
; ing 


not only shut off the cameras, they ac- 
tually shut off the lights,” said a House 
GOP leadership aide who did not want 
to be identified, 

Democrats face long odds of passing 

new gun restric- 

tions with both 
the House and 

Senate controlled 
- by Republicans, 

and the National 

- Rifle Association 
opposed to most 
of the bills that 
have been pro- 
posed. 

A compromise 
bipartisan pro- 
posal introduced 
by Republican 
Sen. Susan Col- 
lins of Maine and 
backed by lead- 

Democrats 
has not been 
scheduled for a . 
vote. 

With the House scheduled to recess 
Friday for the long Independence Day 
holiday break, Democrats were anxious 
to press for action. 

Polls show most Americans favor 


STEM 
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within six years. 
Additionally, 
larger than the University of Cal- 


despite being 
ifornia’ system, the CSU produces 
almost the same amount of gradu- 
ates with bachelor’s degrees in en- 
gineering and computer-science. 

While California is one of the 
states with the biggest Latino 
population, it ranks near bottom 
for Latino graduates with STEM 
degrees. 

Out of the ten states with the 
highest population of Latinos, 


’ California is 9th for Latino bach- 


elor’s degrees in health, and 10th 
for computer science and engi- 
neering. 

Michele Siqueiros, president of 
the Campaign for College Oppor- 
tunity, said in statement that the 
mismatch between growing job 
availability and workers qualified 
for those jobs is’ part of a larger 
problem in California. 

“Our public higher education 


‘ system*is not set up to produce 


the college educated workers our 
21st century economy demands,’ 
Siqueiros said. 

According to the study, factors 


such as insufficient funding from 


the state and limited STEM and 
healthcare programs are some of, 
the reasons for low graduation 
rates. 

However, Dean Golshani esti- 
mates that CSULB awarded over 
1,200 bachelor’s degrees in engi- 
neering and computer science this 
past year. 

Aside from increased enroll- 
ment and graduation rates, Gol- 
shani said that the “time for grad- 
uation” has decreased in the past 
6 years, from 6.1 years to 5.5. 

When compared with other 
universities in the area, Golshani 
said the STEM program at CSULB 

' is competitive. 

“We compete very well against 
UCLA and UCI, we have an hon- 
ors programs that put us in direct 
competition with the top schools 
in the region,” Golshani said. 

The Campaign for College Op- 
portunity outlined some steps the 
CSU ‘system can take to fix this 
problem. 

The organization has suggested 
increasing enrollment capacity at 
four-year universities, since stu- 
dents are more likely to graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree if they go 
straight to a four-year institution, 
rather than a community college. 

Another 
proving 


suggestion is im- 
college -readiness in 
high school, particularly in math 


and increasing outreach to Af- 


new gun restrictions, but opinions be- 
come more divided along party lines 
with Republicans largely believing guns 
laws are adequate. 

Wednesday’s sit-in began around 
11:30 a.m. Shortly after noon, the Re- 
publican presiding officer gaveled the 
chamber back into session and pro- 
ceeded, with the morning prayer, but 
the protest continued and another re- 
cess was called. . 

Several senators, including Sen- 
ate Minority Leader Harry Reid and 
Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
walked across the Capitol to join their 
peers in the House, as lawmakers took 
turns in the chamber sharing personal 
stories from their own lives, and their 
congressional districts, of lives lost to 
gun violence. 

Gun control ‘advocates praised the 
House Democrats for forcing attention 
on the issue. 

“As Dr. King used to say, “The arc of 
the'moral universe is long, but it bends 
toward justice,” said Lucy McBath, 
faith and outreach leader for Every- 


‘town for Gun Safety, the mother of a 


teenager slain by gun violence. “We are 
seeing the arc bend before our very eyes 
_ Americans demand that we do more 
to disarm hate” 


rican-American and Latino stu- 
epanrs cree i 

Golshafii Said ohe of the rea- 
sons the college of engineering 
has-been so successful in attract- 
ing students is because of out- 
reach programs. 

“We have a very active. outreach 
program. We work with many 
of the school districts around 
us. We have program called the 
MESA (Math Engineering Sci- 
ence Achievement)’ program,” 
Golshani said. “With this we work 
with Long Beach Unified School 
District to help students see the 
value of the STEM degree” 

Aside from the LBUSD, Gol- 
shani said the program targets 
other nearby schools, such as 
those in Cerritos, Bellflower and 


‘Lakewood. 
However, despite how far 
CSULB’s STEM program has 


come, Golshani agreed that na- 
tion still needs more STEM grad- 
uates. 
“California must take the steps 
necessary to ensure that our pub- 
lic colleges and universities ‘meet 
the demands of the workforce,” 
Siqueiros said in statement. “The 
solutions are within our reach, but ; 
it will takethe concerted efforts.of 
industry, policymakers and edu- 
cators to open more opportunities 
for students and help keep them 
on a path to graduation and a job. 


INFORMATION COURTESY OFFOROUZAN GOLSHANI, DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AT CAL STATE LONG BEACH 
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Senate Rejects Gun Control Measures 


In the wake of the 
Orlando shooting, 

the Senate rejected 
both Republican and 
Democrat gun control 
legislation. 


By MICHAELA Kwoka-COLEMAN 
News Editor 


The U.S. Senate voted against four 
gun control measures Monday, prompt- 
ing many to criticize the National Rifle 
Association's influence in Congress. 

Two of the measures voted on were 
separate Democrat and _ Republi- 
can proposals regarding background 
checks for those who are trying 'to pur- 
chase firearms. 

The Democratic proposal would 
have created a universal background 
check system, including background 


checks for those purchasing guns on 


Clinton 
brushes 


the internet and at gun shows. 

Senate Republicans offered a mea- 
sure which would have allocated 
more resources for the National In- 
stitute Criminal Background Check 
System. However, this measure 

didn’t expand on universal back- 
ground checks. 

The Democrats’ measure failed by a 
44-56 vote and the Republicans’ plan 
failed by a 53-47 vote. 

In the Senate, 60 “yes” votes are 
needed in order for a measure to ad- 
vance to the House of Representatives. 

Senate Democrats and Republicans 
also proposed two differént plans for 
restricting suspected terrorists from 
buying firearms. 

The Democratic proposal would 
have allowed the Department of Justice 
to block a gun sale if the person who 
was trying to buy a gun was’on the De- 

‘ partment of Homeland Security’s ter- 
rorist watch list. 

Republicans would have allowed a 
judge to stop the sale of a gun during 
a waiting period if the judge had 


off 


Trump’s 
attacks witha 


sigh 


By MIcHAEL A. MEMOLI 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


RALEIGH, N.C. — Hillary 
‘Clinton offered a determined 
rebuttal Wednesday to Donald 
Trump's scathing speech, calling 
his attacks baseless and a sign 
that perhaps she had “gotten un- 
der his skin” 

She defended the work of 
her husband’s 
tial foundation, an occasional 


post-presiden- 


source of controversy since she 
launched her campaign. 

“The 
helps poor people around the 


Clinton - Foundation: 
world get access to lifesaving 
AIDS medicine,” she said. “Don- 
ald Trump uses poor people 
around the world to produce his 
line of suits and ties.” 

Speaking to more than 2,000 
people at the North Caroli- 
na. state fairgrounds, Clinton 
seemed at ease in brushing off 
Trump’s attacks, which, she not- 
ed, even extended to her own 
faith. 

“Sigh” she said, a one-word 
rebuttal to Trump’ speculating 


a day earlier that-Clinton’s faith 
life was an unknown. In fact, she 
has talked repeatedly over the 
years about her Methodism. 
Calling her rival 
“Donald,” she said Trump “hates 
it when anyone points out how 


simply 


hollow his sales pitch really - 


_ is” He attacked her personally 


because he has no substantive 
solutions, she charged. 

“All he can do is try to distract 
us,” Clinton said. 

Earlier, she alluded to Trump’s 
attack as she discussed the birth 
of her second grandchild this 
month. She said that all chil- 
dren, even those who don’t have 
former presidents and secretar- 
ies of state as grandparents, de- 
serve a chance to succeed. 

“That has been the cause of 
my life,” she said. “It’s rooted in 
values that I. learned from my 
family and my faith. We are all 
in this together. And we have a 
responsibility to lift each other 
up. . i 

“As we Methodists like to say, 
do all the good you can to all the 
people you can in all the ways 
you can.” 


cause to believe the person trying to 
purchase it was involved in terrorist 
activities. 

The secondary Democratic plan 
failed by a 47-53 vote and the Repub- 
lican countermeasure failed by a 53-47 
vote. 

“I'm mortified by today’s vote, but 
I'm not surprised by it; Sen. Chris 
Murphy said while addressing the Sen- 
ate Monday. 

In the wake of the Orlando night club 
shooting June 11, Murphy, D.- Conn., 
started a filibuster on the Senate floor, 
vowing that he would keep talking until 
the Senate voted on stricter gun control 
legislation. 

The main measure for which Mur- 
phy was advocating was legislation that 
would prohibit people on the no-fly list 
from purchasing firearms. 

While addressing the Senate, Mur- 
phy called out Republicans, accusing 
them of being controlled by the NRA. 

“We learned on the months after 
Sandy Hook that the NRA has a vice 
like grip on this place,’ Murphy said 


to the Senate. “.. Republicans know 
they’re on the wrong side of the elec- 
torate. Democracy doesn't allow for 
this place to be this out of step with 
90 percent of Americans for very 
long.” 

The “90 percent of Americans” Mur- 
phy referenced came from the results of 
recent CNN poll published Monday. 

The poll found 90 percent of those 
surveyed supported preventing people 
on the no-fly list from buying a gun; 
92 percent were in favor of expanding 
background checks; 87 percent agreed 
with a ban on selling guns to felons 
or people with mental health issues; 
85 percent supported banning people 
on the federal watch list from buying 
guns. 

Murphy wasn't the only senator who 
blamed the failed vote on the NRA and 
Republicans. 

Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid, 
D-Nev., claimed that Republicans an- 
swer to the NRA. ; 

“Senate Republicans ought to be 
embarrassed, he said while addressing 


the Senate, “but they’re not, because the 
NRA is happy.” 

However, a statement from NRA 
executive director Chris Cox called 
the Senate vote an “embarrassing dis- 
play.” 

“We all agree that terrorists should 
not be allowed to purchase or possess 
firearms,’ Cox said. “We should all 
agree that law-abiding Americans who 
are wrongly put on a secret government 
list should not be denied their consti- 
tutional right to due process... It is 
shocking that the safety of the Ameri- 

- can people is taking a backseat to polit- 
ical theatre.” ; 

According to Politico, amedia group 
focused on political issues, gun control 
will likely be a determining factor in the 
November elections. 

Wednesday morning Democrats in 
the House of Representatives staged 
a sit-in, demanding a vote on guntrol 
control legislation. 

The sit-in was led by John Lewis, a 
congressman from Georgia and veteran 
civil rights leader. 


CAMPUS VOICE 


Do you think the federal government should tighten gun control laws? 
How do you think they should go about this? 


“We saw a lot of crime in the last 


“People need to rise up and start to 
demand the legislators, the senators, 
people in congress and the house... 
.I try to sign petitions online like on 
facebook:..Universities can make a 
difference. Spreading awareness in 
universities is okay but [the Federal 
Government] need to fight for it 
because they represent us.” 


—Armine Jallatyan, 


History graduate student 


two weeks...and it’s going to happen 


anywhere else so [the Eederal 
Government] have to stop all this.” 


-—Muhammed Alyami, 


sophomore language 
student 


“T think we should repeal the second 
amendment. I think that I would 
rather see zero guns in this country, 
there are legislative solutions... We 
should ban all guns, and cops should 
lose their guns first and I think then 
they should go for the rest of the 
guns, I really want to take guns away 
from everyone.” 


—Dan Steinbacher, 


senior creative writing 
major 
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Party on a penny; dine on a dime 


The best spots to treat 
yourself and your 
wallet. 


By JASON ENNS 
Arts & Life Editor 


Sushi Studio 
4917 E Pacific Coast 
Highway 
Long Beach, CA 90804 


By Cary DARLING 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 


Angry aliens bring death from above 
back to Earth this weekend with the 
opening of “Independence Day: Re- 
surgence,”. almost 20 years to the day 
after the original “Independence Day” 
invaded multiplexes. While the orig- 
inal “Independence Day” may have 
upped the CGI ante — the infamous 
trailer with the exploding White House 
sparked rock-concert cheers ‘from en- 
thusiastic audiences —it’s just part of a 
long, terror-inducing line of dyspeptic 
extraterrestrials trying to ‘take down 
humanity. 

Contact with other worlds has been 
a staple of cinematic science fiction, go- 
ing all the way back to “A Trip to the 
Moon” in 1902. But the genre mush- 
roomed in popularity in post-World 
War II, B-movie America, mirroring 
the growing fascination with outer 
space while also tapping into the jit- 
ters about Cold War conflict, nuclear 
annihilation, and shifting geo-politicg, 
that trembled under the staid world of 


Marketplace Grill & Cafe 
4750 E. Los Coyotes Diagonal 


Long Beach, CA 90815 
Hours: 8 a.m.-10 p.m. 


p.m. 


Saturday and Sunday 12-6 p.m. and © 


9-10 p.m. , 


$1 off all beers, wines, well drinks, 


and appetizers 
Wednesday 8 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Half-off bottles of wine. 


Claim Jumper 


6501 E Pacific Coast Highway 


Long Beach, Ca 90803 


Hours: 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 


Monday-Friday 3:7p.m. 
$1 off draft pints 


glass, mixed drinks, $4 wells, $6 selected 


specialty cocktails 


“Leave It To Beaver.” 

Creative special effects, nerve-jan- 
gling suspense and, occasionally, a 
sense of humor help make the best of 


these films — disturbing nightmares” 


cranked out by the Hollywood dream 
machine — mandatory viewing. 

In honor of the 20 years since “In- 
dependence Day,’ here-are 20 essential 
alien-invasion movies other than “ID” 
itself — which really isn't a very good 
movie though, after grossing more than 
$300 million in the U.S. alone, it’s cer- 
tainly a landmark one. “Resurgence” 
wasn't screened in advance for critics so 
it's quality can only be inferred. 

Also not included are those about 
super-friendly aliens (“E.T.” “Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind”),: un- 
friendly aliens in space/on other plan- 
ets (much of the “Alien” franchise), or 
superhero/comic-book extravaganzas 
like “Superman II” or “Transformers” 
(those deserve their own, separate list). 
If you're not looking up to the sky in 
fear after watching these, then maybe 
you are the alien. 

1. “Invasion of the Body Snatchers” 
(1956) — Based on a novel by Jack Fin- 


ney, this chilling tale of think alike pod 


CLAUDETTE Bartus | 20TH Century Fox 
Vivica A. Fox returns as Jasmine Hiller in “ Independence Day: Resur- 
gence.” 


Rock Bottom Brewery 
~1 Pine Ave. 
Long Beach, CA 90802 


Hours: weekdays 11 a:m.-12 


Cafe Ambrosia 
1923 E Broadway Ave. 
Long Beach, CA 90802 


Monday-Friday 3-6 p.m. and 9-10 


chers, wine by the 


select appetizers 


Hours: 10 a.m.-10 p.m. 


Mimosa/Bellini/Champagne 


Every Day 10 a.m.-10 p.m. 


$1.99 per Glass/$13.99 Carafe (serves 9 glasses) 


tles of Wine $12.99 


"Monday - Thursday 2:30 p.m.- 


$3.99 choices 


Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m 
Bar Shots $1.99 Well Drinks 
(Well) $4.99 Margaritas (Well) $4.9 


Spanakopita, beef kebob and 
balls and pita, charbroiled chicken 
zucchini with ranch, tabouleh and 


pita, fried 
, hummus 


$3 pints of beer, $3.56 
and half off full sized appetiz 


a.m., weekends 11 a.m.-1 a.m. 


Monday-Thursday 3 p.m. - 6:30 
p.m, 9 p.m. - close. 

Friday, 3 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., 10 p.m. 
- close. 
Saturday: 10 p.m. - close 
Sunday 9 p.m. - close 


CLauDeTTE Barius | 20TH Century Fox 


Dr. Catherine Marceaux (Charlotte Gainsbourg) and David Levinson ( Jeff Goldblum) investigate some clues about 
the aliens’ imminent attack in “ Independence Day: Resurgence.” 


people taking over the bodies of your 
family and friends so they look famil- 
iar on the outside but are as cold and 
foreign as Siberian ice on the inside has 
been championed by both those on the 
left-(as a critique of McCarthyism and 
American conformity), the right (as a 
critique of collectivism), and those who 
just like a frightening story well-told. 
The film’s growing panic and paranoia 
is perfectly capped by a downbeat, 
“you're next” ending. It has been re- 
made three times, most recently with 
an unwatchable version starring Nicole 
Kidman in 2007, but the original is the 
best. 
2. “The Day the Earth Stood Still” 
(1953) — Klaatu and his watchful ro- 
bot Gort may have come in peace but 
they have a sobering message to deliv- 
er: If humans don’t change their ways, 
Earth will be blown to pieces. More 
thoughtful than much of the mon- 


ster-of-the-week science-fiction of the 
era, it’s ultimately less about killing us 
than uplifting us. Its now considered a 
classic, having been added to the list of 
the Library of Congress’ National Film 
Registry in 1995. 

3. “Men In Black” (1997) — Alien 
invasions don't have to be frightening. 
They can be funny, too, as this ad- 
venture-comedy with Will Smith and 
Tommy Lee Jones proved. As agents 
working for a secret organization that 
polices undercover aliens amongst 
us, they have a tough and sometimes 
slimy job but someone’s gotta do it. 
The film won an Oscar (for make-up) 
and spawned two sequels and an ani- 
mated series. ; 

4. “The Thing” (1983) — John Car- 
penter’s masterful exercise in suspense 
and horror starring Kurt Russell is a 
riff on the “Body Snatchers” idea. Re- 
searchers at an Antarctic station are 


confronted by an alien that can absorb 
other life forms and then mimic them. 
Not only do they have to figure out how 
to survive but stop it from reaching 
civilization. Though some critics dis- 
missed it at the time, it has since been 
reevaluated with the Chicago Critics 
Association ranking it as the 17th scari- 
est movie of all time out of 100. 

5. “War of the Worlds” (2005) — 
The original 1953 film — based on the 
classic H.G. Wells novel — in which 
Earth is attacked by Martians is em- 
blematic of the invasion films of the 
‘50s. What’s more iconic of the time 
than flying saucers with death rays? 
But Steven Spielberg’s remake, star- 
ring Tom Cruise and Dakota Fanning, 
cranked up the tension and the terror, 
not to mention the special effects. For 
those waiting for Spielberg to give 


‘us the flip side of “E.T.,” “War of the 


Worlds” delivered. 
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Anton Yelchin leaves a treasure trove of vivid films. 


By JUsTIN CHANG 
Los Angeles Times 


Anton Yelchin made a brilliant im- 
pression from the beginning. 

One of his earliest films was Scott 
Hicks’ 2001 drama “Hearts in Atlantis,” 
in which he played Bobby, an 11-year- 
old boy who spends a fateful 1960 
summer with a mysterious older neigh- 
bor who introduces him to a’world of 
grown-up wisdom and (this being a 
Stephen King adaptation) eerie psychic 
phenomena. The film could be at times 
stickily sentimental, at times stirringly 
so, but Yelchin was a natural — evinc- 
ing a warm, captivating chemistry with 
his veteran co-star Anthony Hopkins 
and charmingly carrying a memorable 
scene on a Ferris wheel, where Bobby 
kisses a girl for the first time. 

I'm loath to quote 
myself, but I'll make 
an exception for GG 
“Hearts in Atlantis,” 
which was one of the 
first movies I wrote 
about as a college film 
reviewer for USC's 
Daily Trojan and 
from which I singled 
out Yelchin’s perfor- 
mance as “wonderfully engaging.” That 
was fairly stock praise coming from 
someone rather less skilled at his new 
craft than Yelchin was, but it remains 
an entirely accurate description of his 
“effect on audiences over the course of 

his tragically shortened career. 

Years after Hearts itt Attatitis”™ 
Yelchin had another major film role 
in Nick Cassavetes’ “Alpha Dog,” a fe- 
yerish true-crime saga inspired by the 
misdeeds of the notorious L.A. drug 
dealer Jesse James Hollywood, serving 
time for the 2000 kidnapping and mur- 
der of 15-year-old Nicholas Markowitz. 
Yelchin played a fictional version of | 
Markowitz named Zack, and against 
the film’s exuberantly sordid wast- 


[Yelchin was] possessed of 
a brilliant punk sensibility 
in a world that too often 
prefers American Idols. 


ed-youth backdrop he struck a wrench- 


ing chord of innocence and humanity 


— a good kid along for the ride, sadly 
unaware of what was about to happen 
to him until it was far too late. * 

_ That air of boyish naivete never fully 
left Yelchin, though it was a measure of 
his versatility that he so adeptly turned 
it to his advantage — and at times sub- 
verted it — on-screen. The character 
for whom he will be remembered most 
broadly is, of course, Pavel Chekov in 
the rebooted “Star Trek” franchise. 

It wasn't the only time Yelchin would 
embody a fresh new face in a famous 
Hollywood franchise. If you remember 
“Terminator Salvation, you probably 
remember him as an unusually intense 
update of Kyle Reese, the future father 
of John Connor and a resurgent new 
wave of humanity. And if you didn’t 
immediately recognize* Yelchin as 
the accident-prone 
Clumsy Smurf in the 
two live-action mov- 
ies adapted from that 
cartoon franchise, 
his identity became 
clear not long after he 
opened his comput- 
er-generated mouth. 
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Yelchin beyond the multiplex, he leaves 


But for those who 
haven't seen much of 


behind a treasure trove of vivid charac- 
ter work:He-and: Felicity-Jones made-a 
winsome couple navigating the pitfalls 
of first love in Drake Doremus’ heartfelt 
2011 Sundance Film Festival prizewin- 
net, “Like Crazy.” 


“Before that, he and Robert Downey~ 


Jr. formed a combustible comedic duo 
in_.the. little-seen “Charlie . Bartlett;. 
which also reunited him on-screen 
with his “Hearts in Atlantis” mom, 
Hope Davis, this time in a happier, 
loopier mother-son pairing. And in Jim 
Jarmusch’s marvelous “Only Lovers Left 
Alive? Yelchin had a brief but memo- 
rable role as a rock ‘n’ roller named 
Ian, who meets an untimely end at the 


PuXu Nizut | Xinnua | ZuMA Press 


Anton Yelchin attends the ‘Burying the Ex’ premiere at the 71nd Venice International Film Festival on Sept. 4, 2014 
in Venice, Italy. Yelchin died on June 19 in a car accident. He was 27. 


fangs of a thirsty female vampire (Mia 
Wasikowska). (He’s immortalized in 
perhaps the film’s funniest line: “You 
drank Ian.”) 

Few: moviegoers..saw “Dying -of-the 
Light” (2014), Paul Schrader’s fascinat- 
ing wreck of a thriller starring Nicolas 
Cage as a rogue CIA operative. But 
none of the headaches and compromis- 
@s of that picture's embattled produc- 


tion history were enough to quell the 


warmth and_pluck of Yelchin’s perfor- 
mance as Cage's loyal protege, Milton, 
in which the actor did something with 
the lower register of his voice that Id 
never heard before: Raspy and loqua- 
cious, he suddenly seemed a very old 
man in a very young body, an agency 
functionary suddenly imbued with a 
surfeit of soul. 


Yelchin leaves behind projects in 
various stages of completion, including 
“Star Trek Beyond” (due out on July 
22), the Jarmusch-produced, Portu- 
gal-set romance “Porto Mon Amour 
and Guillermo del Toro’s animated Net- 
flix series “Trollhunters.” 

The last time I saw him on-screen 
— and incidentally, in person — was 
in April, at the L.A. premiere of Jeremy 
Saulnier’s spectacularly grisly back- 
woods horror-thriller “Green Room” 
So good at playing oddballs and misfits 
of every stripe, Yelchin was thorough- 
ly in his element as Pat, a bassist in a 
scrappy punk band that finds itself be- 
sieged by murderous neo-Nazis in rural 
Oregon. 

Backed into. a corner with ma- 
chete-wielding skinheads clawing at 


‘Finding Dory’ animators had to get it ‘just 


By MorrA MACDONALD 
The Seattle Times 


SEATTLE — “Animators are actors,” 
said Pixar’s Michael Stocker, talking 
about the “Finding Nemo” sequel, 


» « 


“Finding Dory.’ “Were delivering a 
performance.’ 

Stocker, a Spokane native and for- 
mer Seattleite — -back in the 1980s, 
he hand-painted conceptual airplane 
interiors for Boeing—has worked for 
Pixar Animation Studios for 13 years; 
the last three-and-a-half as animation 
supervisor for “Finding Dory.’ For 
that film, he led a team of about 70 
animators to bring the story of the 

’ forgetful blue tang Dory (voiced, as 
in “Finding Nemo,” by Ellen DeGe- 
neres) to life. 

Its a long process, beginning with 
creating what Stocker described as a 
virtual puppet or model for each char- 
acter. “If you think of stop-motion ani- 
mation, where you can grab an arm and 
pull it, it works the same way,’ he said. 
“But it’s digital, as opposed to drawing 
itin 2-D? 


A scene from “Finding Dory.” 


For many of the characters, they 
weren't exactly starting from scratch: 
Dory and her friends Marlin and Nemo 
are well-known from the 2003 origi- 
nal film. “But the technology had all 
changed,” Stocker said. “It’s like, if you 
typed a Word document 13 years ago 


PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXAR . 


and tried to open it now, it wouldn't 
open.” - 
“To rebuild Dory was super-hard be- 
cause, as soon as you move something, 
that's not Dory. People are so attached 
to that character, they knew instantly 


. that it wasn’t the same” 


Once the puppets are created, work 
on movement and scenes begins; it’s 
a collaborative process, Stocker said, 
dictated by the voice performances (re- 
corded quite early in the schedule) and 
directors Andrew Stanton and Angus 
MacLane’s vision. Particularly chal- 
lenging in this project was Pixar’s first 
octopus: the curmudgeonly Hank, who 
helps Dory escape from a California 
aquarium. - 

“We wanted to do a realistic octo- 
pus,” said Stocker, who said that it was 
initially difficult to deconstruct just 
how an octopus moves—all those legs 


are a challenge for an animator. Some _ 


time at the Monterey Bay Aquarium, 
where Stocker and his team held some 
friendly octopuses (“they purr like a 
cat!”) and studied how their anatomy 
worked, was helpful, but Hank still took 
two years to build. 

Though his early career, at Boeing 
and at the Seattle design consultancy 
firm Teague, was in illustration and 
graphic design, Stocker was haunt- 
ed by a film class he took while a 
student at Spokane Falls Commu- 
nity College. Years later, he said, he 


the door, Pat is the recipient of one of 
the film’s first major acts of brutality (he 
nearly loses an arm) and also its signa- 
ture moment of revelation. 

Flashing back to a childhood expe- 
rience playing paintball and being sim- 
ilarly on the ropes, he realizes that in 
confronting his attackers, nothing less 
than all-out anarchy — the very spirit 
of the art that he knows and loves — 
will ensure his survival. 

That defiant rage-against-the-ma- 
chine sensibility wasn’t all that Anton 
Yelchin and his screen work repre- 
sented, but it is hardly the worst way 
to remember him: Possessed of a bril- 
liant punk sensibility in a world that 
too often prefers American idols, he 
was a singular voice silenced terribly 


soon. 


right’ 


was sitting in his living room and a 
commercial for “Who Framed Rog- 
er Rabbit” came on television. “I just 
thought, animation [finger snap] — 
that’s it, exactly!” : 
Moving south, he studied at Cal Arts 
and began his career in hand-drawn 
animation at Disney, with “The Lion 
King” his first credit. After 10 years, 
excited by the new possibilities in CGI 
animation, he was offered an opportu- 
nity at Pixar. “I loved the movies they 
were making, and I wanted to learn 
how to use the computer from them? 
he said. “It was perfect timing” 
Seven Pixar features later, he’s 
come full circle: “Finding Nemo” 
was in progress when he was hired. 
“I was a fan of it, and for my kids, it 
was their first movie,” he said. “We’re 
finding out how many people love 
that first movie. There’s something 
about that world people want to live 
in for an hour and a half—being un- 
derwater in that environment, it’s 


beautiful. 


“We're making a different movie, but 
we needed to make sure that we cap- 
tured that feeling.” 
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Why the GOP is 
against gun-control 
laws. 


By JORGE PANIAGUA 
Opinions Editor 


unter’s | Warehouse, 
an online gun store 
based 
vania, sold more 
than 30,000 AR-15 


semi-automatic rifles in the week fol- 


in Pennsyl- © 
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COMMON WEAPONS AND THEIR ALTERNATE USES 


lowing the Orlando nightclub shooting, 
according to an article published by on- 
line newspaper, The Independent. 

The owner of Hunter's wWarehouse, 
Tom Eagle, told Fox Business, “It’s when 


the government starts talking about 
banning particular guns and up go gun 
sales. When people [are at risk of los- 
ing] their right to buy a particular gun 
or a particular type of gun, they go after 
them and they want them then.” 

This surge in the buying of military 
firearms by average citizens is frighten- 
ing. Assault rifles barely deserve to be in 
the hands of those. serving in. military 
active duty - now imagine what hap- 
pens when average Bill from down the 
street owns a few of these weapons. 

Violence has become an obsession in 
our society. The fact that the fear of los- 
ing the opportunity to buy a particular 
weapon will cause gun-lovers to pur- 
chase as many of these weapons as they 
can is alarming. 

This country is in dire need of the 
gun control measures proposed during 
last Wednesday's 15-hour _filibus- 
ter launched by Sen. Chris Murphy, 
D-Conn — a senator frustrated with 


congressional inaction on gun violence. 


Stringent background checks are a ne- 
cessity when it comes to purchasing 
firearms. Moreover, if someone's on a 
terror watch list they shouldn't be able 
to buy any guns. 

However, Republicans don't seem 
to agree with that notion, which they 
proved during a special Senate session 
on Monday when four gun-control\ 
measures proposed failed to achieve 
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their required 60 votes. 

92-percent of Americans support ex- 
panded background checks and 85 per- 
cent support preventing those on terror 
watch lists from purchasing guns, ac- 
cording to a June 2016 poll from CNN. 

So why is it that 8 
percent of the pop- 
ulation get to have GG 
complete control 
over such a serious 
issue? 

Republicans 
need to wake up 
and realize that be- 
tween 1966 to 2012, 
nearly a third of the 
world’s mass shoot- 
ings took place in 
the U.S., according 
to a 2016 study by the National Center 
of Biotechnology Information. 

The U.S. has a gun problem — and 
the nation needs serious reform when 


Mass shootings are a bad 
thing. Citizens buying but 
assault rifles is a bad thing. 
Gun-control laws aren’t. 
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it comes to its laws in regards to buying 

firearms. However, this has been said 

so many times before and it seems like 

the Republicans aren't changing their 
minds. vet 

Assault weapons have no other recre- 

ational purpose but 

to kill. I can see why 

someone might 

want to purchase 

a hunting 

military-style 

weapons do not be- 


rifle, 


long in the hands of 
any civilian. 

Yes,  Republi- 
cans, you have the 
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right to bear arms, 
but not the firearms 
of your dreams. 
And that’s what it’s really about - 
owning the biggest, baddest guns. There 
is no other use for a semi-automatic 
rifle other than to shoot and kill - and 
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they're not used for killing deer. 

So, it’s time to understand why Re- 
publicans are so against gun control 
laws —. even after mass shootings like 
the one that took place in Orlando ear- 
lier this month. It’s important to recog- 
nize why their ideology is wrong. 

Generally speaking, Republicans be- 

lieve that every American has the right 
to own, carry and use a firearm. Any 
government regulation over firearms is 
unconstitutional and an infringement 
on an individual's basic rights, accord- 
ing to the GOP. 
- The second amendment is one that 
is very dear to conservatives, because 
they see it as the right to protect not 
only themselves, but their family and 
property. , 

The Republican perspective on gun 
control can best be explained through 
cultural upbringing. . Most red states 
are located in the Midwest, bible belt, 
or deep south of the U.S. - parts where 
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hunting through the use of a firearm is 
esteemed as a dear American pastime 
and tradition. 

However, who needs an AK-47 to 
hunt? Nobody. 

President Barack Obama said it best 
when he told the National Urban League 
that “AK-47s belong in the hands of sol- 
diers ... not on the streets of our cities.” 

These weapons have been the cause 
of so’ many mass shootings across the 
country. 

Progress and reform are key to pre- 
venting mass. shootings in the future. 
It’s time for Republicans to realize that 
strict background checks aren't a bad 
thing. Mass shootings are a bad thing. 
Citizens buying assault rifles is a bad 
thing. Gun-control laws aren't. 

The right to bear arms won't be elim- 
inated — relax, conservatives. You'll just 
need to prove youre not mentally in- 
sane or a terrorist before you get one. 
No biggie, right? 
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Cavalier fans hold signs after the Cleveland Cavaliers defeated the Golden State Warriors in Game 7 of the NBA Finals on Sunday at Oracle Arena 


in Oakland, Calif. 


Cavaliers make history, end drought 


By MIkE BRESNAHAN 
Los Angeles Times 


OAKLAND, Calif. — The city of 
Cleveland can exhale. There’s finally 
a sports moment to celebrate. 

The Cavaliers defeated the Golden 
State Warriors, 93-89, in Game 7 to 


win their first NBA championship . 


and create spontaneous joy in one of 
the nation’s saddest sports cities. 

It was tough, historically so, as the 
Cavaliers became the only team ever 
to rally from a 3-1 deficit to win the 
NBA Finals. 

LeBron James had 27 points, 11 
rebounds, 11 assists and an emphatic 
blocked shot in the final minutes that 
snuffed out Andre Iguodala’s appar- 
ent fastbreak layup. : 

Soon enough; a teary-eyed James 
clutched the championship tro- 


phy near half court, finally winning ~ 


something for his hometown team. 
This was important to him. 

“Absolutely. Just knowing what 
our city has been through, northeast 
Ohio has been through, as far as our 
sports and everything for the last 50- 
plus years,’ James said, quickly men- 
tioning past shortcomings of all of 
Cleveland’s teams. 

“Our fans, they ride or die, no 
matter what's been going on.. For us 
to be able to end this drought, our 
fans deserve it. It was for them.” 

Fans hated when he left for the 
Heat, even burning his jersey in front 
of TV cameras, but James delivered 
the ultimate apology. 

Or perhaps Cleveland fans should 
apologize to him. James was the 
easy choice for Finals most valuable 
player, averaging 29.7 points, 11.3 
rebounds and 8.9 assists. Throw in 
his 2.6 steals and 2.3 blocked shots a 
game to realize the totality of his play. 


“Once we get to a Game 7, I'll take 
my chances versus anybody, versus 
any team,” James said after logging 
47 minutes Sunday against the 2015 
champions. “You give me one game, 
you give me 48 minutes, I'll take my 
chanices.” 

There had been no championship 
celebrations in Cleveland since the 
Browns won the 1964 NFL title. 

On Sunday, though, James handily 
outdueled Golden State’s Curry, who 
was limited to 17 points on six-for-19 
shooting, including two failed, if not 
rushed, off-balance three-point shots 
in the final minutes. 

“I was aggressive but in the wrong 
ways. It will haunt me for a while,’ 
said Curry, who had only one stand- 
out game in the Finals after an MVP 
regular season. 

Kyrie Irving continued his solid 
play for Cleveland, scoring 26 points. 
His three-point basket with 53 sec- 


onds left broke a tie at 89. 

The Warriors had only ' 13 
fourth-quarter points Sunday, a stag- 
gering drop-off for a team that could 


~ just as easily triple that number in 


any given quarter. 

Klay Thompson missed eight of 10 
three-point shots and finished with 
14 points. Draymond Green was the 
only Warriors player with any con- 
sistency, scoring 32 points with nine 
assists and adding 15 rebounds. 

“We had a great regular season, 


did something no team’s done be-- 


fore” Curry said. “Tt hurts, man. 
That's all I'm really marinating on 
right now.’ 

An added historical’ footnote — 
road teams had been an unsteady 
3-15 in Finals Game 7s, failing to win 
one since Washington beat Seattle in 
1978. ' 

It’s true. Cleveland finally has itself 
a champion. 


Argentina advances to Copa America final after 4-0 rout of US 


By. KEVIN BAXTER 
Los Angeles Times 


HOUSTON — Juergen Klins- 
mann’s aim from his first day as 
coach of the national soccer team 
was to prove the U.S. could compete 
with the best in the world. 

On Tuesday he learned that goal 
is still a few years away, with Argen- 
tina dominating the U.S., 4-0, in a 
Copa America Centenario semifi- 

‘nal played before a sellout crowd of 


70,858 at NRG Stadium. 


The difference in the teams was 
‘apparent from the start. The U.S., 
,which hadn't given up a score from 
_open play in its first four Centenario 


“games, gave up one on an Ezequiel ~ 


* Lavezzi header in the fourth minute 


Tuesday. Not surprisingly, Messi set 
it up with a left-footed chip from 
about 25 yards that found Lavezzi, 
freed by a screen on Fabian Johnson, 
near the edge of the six-yard box. 

From there it was an easy goal, 
Lavezzi’s second of the Centenario 
and Argentina’s fifth in the opening 
15 minutes of a game in this tour- 
nament. 

Messi made it 2-0 in the 32nd 


minute, bending an exquisite free’ 


kick into the far corner just be- 
low the crossbar, a score that will 
probably go down as the best of 
the tournament. Then four minutes 
into the second half, a Lavezzi pass 
found Gonzalo Higuain, who had 
shed the mark of John Brooks, deep 
in the area. Higuain’s first shot was 
stopped by Brad Guzan,. but with 


the flat-footed Brooks looking on, 
Higuain grabbed the rebound and 
slipped it around the keeper and 
into the net for the first of two sec- 
ond-half goals. 

Messi nearly had another goal 
in the 83rd minute, but Guzan got 
a hand on his open shot from the 
right flank and steered it wide. Not 
that it mattered, because three min- 


utes later a Messi pass to Higuain - 


led to the final goal, ending a perfor- 
mance that was far more one-sided 
than the score would suggest. 
Argentina did get one scare mid- 
way through the second half when 


Lavezzi, unaware he was several 


yards out of bounds, leaped to chest 
down a pass and tumbled backward 


over the advertising boards. He - 


eventually climbed to his feet, ap- 


pearing more shaken than hurt, be- 
fore leaving the field on a stretcher. 

With the win Argentina will meet 
the winner of Wednesday’s second 
semifinal between Chile and Co- 
lombia in Sunday’s final. Argentina 
has played in three of the previous 
four finals, losing each time to ex- 
tend its title drought in major senior 
competitions to 23 years. It’s a skid 
Messi, who turns 29 this week, must 
break to avoid being remembered 
as a great individual player who 
couldn't win with his national team. 

But simply getting this far rep-. 
resents a big step forward for the 
US. 

“We always said we want to 
move this program to another lev- 
el.” Klinsmann told reporters before 
Tuesday’s game. “I think we did that. 
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LUKE WALTON 


New Lakers 
coach Luke 
Walton says, 
‘We’re going 
to compete’ 


By BRODERICK TURNER 
Los Angeles Times: 


LOS ANGELES — The daunting task 
of trying to turn around the once proud 
Los Angeles Lakers franchise is not 
something that frightens Luke Walton. 

Instead, Walton said he has embraced 
the immense challenge that lies ahead 
for him as the new coach of the Lakers. 

This is the franchise that drafted Wal- 
ton in 2003 and with which he won two 
NBA championships as’a player. 

So nothing would make Walton feel 
better than to make the Lakers into ti- 
tle contenders again, something he kept 
repeating at his introductory news con- 
ference Tuesday at the team’s practice 
facility in El Segundo. 

“There is work to be done. But that's, 
to me, exciting,” Walton said. “That's 
why you do this. The timetable? Who 
knows? 

“It’s us coming to work eyery day. It’s 
us working hard. It’s watching improve- 
ment in the young guys that’s exciting. 
Its watching us get better as a team. 
That’s what I’m looking forward to do- 


ing.” 

Walton is taking over a team that had 
a 21-61 record during the 2014-15 sea- 
son, the worst mark in franchise histo- 
ry. Then the 2015-16 team sank to even 
lower depths, finishing 17-65. 

Walton is no longer an assistant coach 
with the Golden State Warriors, who 
won the 2015 NBA championship over 
Cleveland but lost in the 2016 Finals to 
the Cavaliers on Sunday. 

He wont have stars such as Stephen 
Curry and Klay Thompson, players that 
Walton guided to a 39-4 record when he 
was the Warriors’ interim head coach 
while Steve Kerr recovered from back 
surgery. 

But that coaching experience taught 
Walton to put an “emphasis on the cul- 
ture,’ he said, and plans to keep every- 
one accountable on the Lakers. 

“What I can affect is what’s going 
to happen next year and the year after 
that,’ Walton said. “We're going to put a 
stamp on the culture that we want, and 
it's going to be joy. Our players are going 
to like coming into practice every day. 
Were going to play a brand of basketball 
that the L.A. fans will appreciate. We're 
going to compete. All these things going 
forward, with my vision of how we're go- 
ing to do things, is what I can control” 
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USA VOLLEYBALL 


Kelsey Robinson spikes the bal] as the USA national women’s volleyball team sweeps Turkey on June 19 in Long Beach State’s Walter Pyramid. 
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Home sweet home 


The USA women’s national 
volleyball team dominated 
competition during the 


FIVB World Grand Prix 
June 17-19. 


By MATTHEW SIMON 
Sports Editor 


Long Beach State was host to special guests 
as the USA women’s national volleyball team 
competed in Pool E of the FIVB World Grand 
Prix that took place in the Walter Pyramid June 
17-19. 

Playing on U.S. soil is something the.women’s 
national volleyball team doesn't get to do very 
often. 

So, with the chance to play in front of a home 
crowd, the top-ranked team did not disappoint 
in Long Beach State's Walter Pyramid on Sun- 
day, sweeping No. 10 Turkey 25-21, 25-20 and 
25-16 to go 3-0 in Pool E of the FIVB World 
Grand Prix (WGP). 


The USA also dominated against Japan and 
Germany. The Americans only dropped one 
set to take a 5-1 record, placing them into third 
place in group 1 of the WGP. 

“This has been pretty emotional, especially 
(Saturday) it was sold out; middle blocker Ra- 
chael Adams said. “We don't get to play in the 
USA often in big tournaments like these, so I 
know each and every one of us during different 
moments took a step to appreciate what was go- 
ing on” 

US. got off to a slow start slow start against 
Turkey, trading leads until eventually pulling 
away from the 10th-ranked team. 

“All three of these teams came out playing 
their best volleyball” defensive player Kayla 
Banwarth said. “We had to make some adjust- 
ments mid-game. As a team we're pretty good 
at making changes mid-match. That helps us to 
ramp it up and keeping ramping it up and turn- 
ing it on” 

The U.S.A did just that in the game, jumping 
out to a 22-12 lead before eventually beating 
Turkey 25-16 after Adams finished the game 
with two dominating points. 

Kelsey Robinson and Nicole Fawcett led the 
team with 24 kills combined, while Adams led 


the team with five blocks against Turkey. 

“Right now I’m trying to take it one day at a 
time and one step at a time,’ Adams said regard- 
ing her thoughts about the road ahead of the 
team heading to China and preparing for Rio. 

Banwarth said that these matches are all 
preparation for the competition the team will 
face in Rio for the 2016 Olympic Summer 
Games. 

“We get to play against the best teams in the 
world, and that’s always good,’ Banwarth said. 

On Monday, the team will travel to Hong 
Kong, China as they continue their journey to- 
ward the WGP Finals that will be in Bangkok, 
China. 


‘The team will continue to take it one day at a 


time as they prepare physically and mentally for 
the road ahead. 

“We work with our sports doctor post-match 
about kind of debriefing individually and col- 
lectively,’ Christa Dietzen said. “We write down 
three things we did well and three things youd 
like to work on and get better, so being able to 
focus on those six things: versus over however 
many points you got in a match or practice. You 
can only control of your approach and what you 
need to work on.” 
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GARRETT HAMPSON 


Hampson 
earns Golden 
Glove Award 


Junior shortstop Garrett 
Hampson adds another 
postseason accolade. 


By MATTHEW SIMON 
Sports Editor 


Garrett Hampson, former LBSU shortstop, 
continued to pick up awards after his junior sea- 
son when Hampson was a catalyst for the Dirt- 
bags’ postseason berth. 

The shortstop was named to the 2016 ABCA/ 
Rawlings Gold Glove Team after picking up 
multiple awards, including Big West Defen- 
sive Player of the Year. With his near-perfect 
defense, the junior was the first LBSU baseball 
player to earn the honors. 

. Hampson was part of the LBSU defense that 
bolstered a .977 fielding percentage in 2016, 
ranking 19th in the country. 

With his .982 fielding percentage, Hampson - 
was named the best defensive shortstop in the 
nation after all college baseball head coaches 
cast their votes. 

Along with his Gold Glove, he was also 
named to the ABCA/Rawlings NCAA Division 
1 West All-Region Team first team. Hampson 
joins sophomore pitcher Darren McCaughan, 
who was also named to the team. 

The duo are the first Dirtbags to receive 
ABCA All-Region recognition and the first 
LBSU players honored by the organization since 
Evan Longoria was named to the third-team 
ABCA All-American in 2006. 

The award also came after Hampson was 
drafted in the 81st in the third round of the 2016 
draft by the Colorado Rockies. 

Since being drafted, Hampson has been as- 
signed to the Class A Short Season Boise Hawks, 
a Colorado Rockies affiliate, and has made an 
impact immediately batting .500 in his first 
eight at-bats. 


Children learn baseball fundamentals at CSULB 


The Long Beach State 
baseball team will be 
hosting baseball camps 
for youth. 


By MATTHEW SIMON 


While the Long Beach State Dirtbags 
season has ended after the a valiant ef- 
fort during the Coral Gables Regional, 
the team will continue to spread base- 
ball fundamentals year-round. 

The Dirtbags Summer Youth Base- 
ball Camp will be staffed by players and 
coaches with the goal of teaching youth 
the fundamentals of the sport. 

The camps will emphasize prop- 


er fundamentals in throwing, hitting, 
bunting, field mechanics, outfield play, 
base-running and pitching. 

As the children learn, they will get 
first hand advice and mentoring from - 
current Dirtbags who are perfecting 
their game as well. 

Along with teaching the fundamen- 
tals, the camps will have afternoon 
scrimmages that help each participant 
develop new skills while elevating their 
level of play. 

‘The first youth camp kicked off 
on Monday and will be continuing 
through tomorrow. 

LBSU will be hosting seven more 
camps with a cost of $175 for the week 
training. 

For more information visit college- 
baseballcamps.com/dirtbags. 


Blair Field is the home of the Long Beach State Dirtbags. 
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The team will be hosting camps for youth throughout the 


